In the hot seat... sordy cemik

With the world
being the way it is
we all need a little
light-hearted fun
and banter, so |
have embarked
upon a mission to
find out more
about our UK
radio presenters,
going deep into
their crazy pasts to
find who the

' people behind the
voices are.

If you think you can
drink my tea and have
Fyour turn Iin the hot seat
with me, you can send
your contact details
direct to

news@theradiomagazine.co.uk

Contact |

www.jukmediaservices.com

The Radin Macazine

i Y

| must be on a mission to find different
types of people to bring to the hot
seat, last week was the life of John
Macdonald, a man that has given his
life to radio from community, hospital
and the forces, more like a
autobiography than a interview and
well worth the read. This week we go
behind the scenes of the unseen
heroes of the roads, trains, busses and
plains with Cat Kobylinskie of Trafficlink
“keeping us moving throughout the
day” see | can even write tag lines! You
may not know their faces or tune in to
their great comedy patter and
pumping tunes, but Trafficlink
broadcasters keep our fair land from
standing still.

First | have to say what a great name
you have Cat Kobylinkskie, totally
cool and | have to admit that | am
one of those people out there who
don’t know truly what Trafficlink do
but hear your voice all the time, so
can you tell me a little bit about your
job?

We gather travel news information
from various sources, including from
sensors placed on thousands of
vehicles that we track. This
information is then broadcast to a
variety of radio stations as well as TV
and online across the South East of

England and the UK. It's fast paced
and staying on top can be tricky.

There’s plenty of variety as each
broadcaster is responsible for a
number of stations. For example, my
main stations are Smooth Radio in
London and the National broadcast,
as well as BBC Three Counties. | also
cover the travel bulletins on Classic
FM on an ad hoc basis, so there is
plenty of variety in regional and
national stations and most
broadcasters have a bulletin every
few minutes so you have to become
very good with clock watching. |
work a split shift at 6-10, 3-7 and let
me tell you there's nothing
glamorous about waking up at 4:30.
However, | work the rush hours so
the time generally goes fairly quickly
as there is always something to talk
about.

What, you're on that many stations?
(Should have asked her if she had
ever said the wrong stations name
and got them mixed up, but we are
driving in her car as she shows me
what traffic bulletins are all about,
boy she drives fast, arrmr save mellll)
So how did you get into radio and
why? (arrmrm )

I'd love to tell you it was easy, but
getting into radio was pretty tough. |
applied for various roles via the BBC
website and after a gauntlet of
rejection letters, | was finally offered
a freelance role reporting traffic and
travel news for what was then BBC
Southern Counties (now BBC Surrey
and Sussex). | spent the best part of
a weekend listening to both TV and
radio travel bulletins to create the
perfect demo for my application. It
was only a freelance role, however,



You seem so determined and a real
hard working lady, but why traffic and
travel (at this point | see the red in
her eyes and realise | have said that
question wrong through gritted teeth
she replies.

Nothing thrills me more than slip
roads and temporary traffic lights!

As she spins the car into a sharp
bend and my cappuccino finds a new
home in the middle of my lap (now
there are screams of pain to go with
the horror) | ask where do you get all
the information for your broadcasts
from?

Within our office, there are three
separate departments: broadcasters,

editors and the public transport team.

Together, we collate the information
we gather from members of the
public calling the jam lines to report
delays, from cctv, from our cameras
and speed sensors, as well as regular
updates from the police. Most
bulletins are no longer than one
minute so on a particularly busy day,
it can be difficult to get everything in

course I'll have to say no in case my
boss is reading this! | have always
wanted to (but never have) follow a
speeding ambulance/police car to get
myself out of a traffic jam, though.
Does that count?

(I cant come up with anything fun
about her last comment as we've all
done it, come on, the blue lights go
by, there’s a gap, and before you
know it, you put your foot down and
cruise past there), better slip in the
get to know you better question
before we hit open road again, so
Cat tell me more about you and why
you wanted to get into media?

My parents are Polish but | was born
in Australia and we moved to
England, settling in the South East,
when | was about |3.| moved near
Exeter for university in 2002 and
studied English and Theatre. While
studying, | worked part time as a
karaoke compere, so | always knew

“that whatever career | chose, it was

going to be a creative one. After
university, | worked for half a season
as a singer and entertainer in Cyprus
but felt that | should probably use my

about the Stig from Top Gear, but
that job is already taken.) So do you
fancy trying other parts of
broadcasting?

I've been lucky enough to broadcast
the travel news on TV, reporting on
Daybreak London, which is reported
from the Trafficlink office in London.
That was great fun, afthough of
course | couldn't wear my pyjamas to
work on those days, and | would love
more opportunities to do this. There
are other avenues to radio besides
presenting, including producing,
research and journalism, and | think I'd
probably like to try them all. In terms
of presenting, it's useful to know how
to drive the desk so producing is
probably the next step for me.

(Suddenly her foot hits the pedal
again and | can't help but ask) Do you
get road rage or head strong in traffic
jams, and what do you do to keep

care free and relaxed in your time
offt

Well, | get public transport rage
already so | try not to drive in
London. Out of London, | find driving






