In the hot seat... Joray cemi

With the world
being the way it is
we all need a little
light-hearted fun
and banter, so |
have embarked
upon a mission to
find out more
about our UK
radio presenters,
going deep into
their crazy pasts to
find who the
people behind the
voices are.

drink my tea
your turn in the hot sea
with me, you can

your contact details

www,jukmediaservices.com
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He was the man with the coolest voice
in the world if you were a real MGV
fan! He says he’s not a love doctor but
he definitely charmed a bag of chips
and a can of Tizer out of me. With
some ‘Magic’ power he found himself
getting drunk in a box in front of a
prince. No | haven't let my dyslexia run
free and | definitely haven't been
eating blue smarties again, there really
is a man that can claim all this and
more, so lets find out more as we go
though the square window (sorry never
got the chance to present Play School
and | always wanted to say that) and
step into to the world of Mr Steve
Priestley.

[ am in awe again (it's happening a
lot lately) you were part of my
Saturdays for years, | can remember
a couple if things from my teens,
tuning in to WWF as it was known,
watching Going Live and Movies
Games and Videos, but where was
this voice first?

After being the in store jock at the
Virgin Megastore in Oxford for a few
months | was lucky enough to get an
intro to Terry Mann, then PD of
210FM. The station was in a good
place, with David Hamifton doing the
morning show after leaving Radio 2
as he lived down the road and a few
other ‘names'’ as it was in the London
catchment. | was so excited to be in
a real radio station at the age of 17,
and quickly got myself onto the
schedule doing overnights, the late
show and anything else that was
thrown at me. It was a great team,
but the people | really remember
fondly are Jonathan Richards (now
PD at LBC) who was immensely kind
and a big supporter of mine, and Phil

Coope who went on to be PD after
Terry. | remember reel to reels
everywhere, a spooky corridor at
night which you had to walk down
to the record library, and split ads
that were routed to Reading and
Hampshire in an incredibly
convoluted way. Most ad breaks
involved loading in about 20 carts
and took up most of the time during
the records. It was a miracle anything
went out in the right place at the
right time!

| used to jock for prison FM but got
chucked of for playing | predict a
riot! Your now the voice of the
nights how did this all come about?

Late and Live was conceived by my
great friend Anthony Gay, Aire PD
Stuart Morgan and |. It's primarily
about fantastic, quality music, and the
antidote to talk and ‘love’ based late
night programmes, of which there
are many across the station TSA's we
broadcast on. Audience interaction is
key to everything we do, whether it
be via text, email, Facebook, Twitter;
whatever: | confess to being far from
an early adopter when it comes to
these trends, and | am astounded by
how quickly radio has changed in this
respect, but it always has been a fast
moving industry which is why it's
exciting and rewarding to work in.
The harsh reality is that | started in
the industry way before many of my
current listeners were at school, and
the way people ‘use’ radio has
changed beyond recognition in the
last few years. So you may not like
the new world, but if you don’t
adapt to it you're dead in the water.

Sounds like a great trailer for a



radio ‘staples’ of travel, weather and
news are less important.

So do you consider yourself to be the
Bauer love doctor and do you change
into Barry White for your night time
show?

| most definitely do NOT consider
myself a Love ‘Doctor’, and would
take issue with anybody that
suggested that | was! If that's your
thing good luck to you, but | have
worked across every day part over
the years, most of my time on
breakfast, and like to think that one of
my strengths as a broadcaster is to be
able to step into any programme
without having to alter my persona.

You do a link up show that gets great
ratings and works really well in your
broadcasting areas, do you think link
ups are a good or bad idea for
stations?

As | mentioned earlier; | believe that
networking is less of an issue at the
tail end of the day, simply because

20

explained at the start that the box
was at the O2 and the prince is the
purple rain one, not the marrying
one, it's a keep them reading and
guessing type thing media people use,
well | think it is as | got it off a media
person).

Yes | am a big Prince fan, | saw him 3
times at the O2 when he did the run
in 2007 which was phenomenal. The
last time | saw him was with my mate
Paul Phear (this is when | was on
drive time at Magic). Phearo as usual
had pulled a blinding freebie and got
us into a VIP box with none other
than Roman Abramovich! The booze
was flowing and we were trying to be
‘cool’, but as the night wore on and
we had sunk a few beers we became
distinctly ‘uncool’ and started asking
his bodyguards if we could have our
picture taken with him! He reluctantly
obliged, and | have a hilarious pic of
us both literally hanging off poor old
Roman looking very much the worse
for wear! He'll kill me for telling you,
but one hour later we both got
thrown out of the after party as

it's bit of a novelty when there's some
playground talk, but unfortunately the
other day my eldest son was
upstaged by a classmate who said
that his dad was an astronaut and
went to the moon every other
weekend! Now | don't want to
accuse a kid of telling fibs, but the city
of York isn't exactly Cape Canaveral is
it? | could think of more suitable
places to base yourself...

Movies, Games and Videos. That is all
| will say about that, you can do the
rest.

Ahh, good old MGV! It is incredible
how | am still remembered for it, all
the more so as | put it a long way
down the list of the best work | have
ever done. Don't get me wrong, |
loved doing it at the time, and it gave
me a great year in LA when it was
relocated there, but the whole
programme was pretty low rent and
the money nowhere near as good as
you may think. It's the great myth of
television. Of course everybody thinks
| am really into the computer stuff,
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