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children walking by who can request
their favourite songs but also we are
aiming to allow some children into the
studio, where they can play some of
their favourite music to the atrium via
our radio kit and learn what it is like to
use the radio. This is something we
particularly hope to build on when the
new studio is built.

What great work; to keep going and
still give kids fun when their in hospital,
| take my hat off to you (actually it is
quite warm in here, better take it off)
so what will the new studio mean to
you at Radio Lollipop?

We are most looking forward to
having our new radio kit and being
able to use it to broadcast. However,
we are also looking forward to the
teenagers in particular being able to
have a greater level of input on the
radio by allowing them to come down
to the studio to make their own
shows. By being based in the children’s
hospital now it is obvious that we
enjoy being closer to the wards as they
are all situated close together, allowing
us to ensure that everyone is included
as we can go around and get all of
their requests easier and quicker but
also ensure that more can take part in
radio competitions by having the
volunteers on the wards. We are also
pleased that our new studio is a lot
more wheel chair friendly as some of
our volunteers and regular listeners are
wheelchair users and struggled to get
into the old rooms because of lack of
space.

| remember the old studio, two CD
players and a thing called a record
player? Oh and the dreaded room of
records, scary place — something to do
with the record player but never did
find out, so lets find out about you and
Radio Lollipop.
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Radio Lollipop in the RVl is an entirely
volunteer-led charity. We currently
operating on four days of the week;
[uesday evening, Thursday evening;
Friday evening and Sunday afternoon,
we are seeking however to extend this
to include other weeknights. Basically
we are a charity which aims to provide
play, comfort and care services to
children in hospital, so that we can
attempt to make what could be a
stressful stay in hospital slightly less so.
The key service is our ward rounds,
whereby our volunteers visit the
different children's wards of the hospital
encouraging them to take part in craft
activities and games with the
volunteers. Secondly as suggested in our
name we offer a radio station which we
can broadcast to the children 24 hours
aday. They can make requests and
phone in for competitions, but they can
also come down to our studio with a
parent or a nurse to learn about what
it is like to broadcast. | personally
became involved in Radio Lollipop
almost two years ago when a family
member told me about what the
charity aimed to do, which comprised a
particular interest of mine being radio. |
therefore aimed to pursue this by
enquiring about how to become a part
of the charity, which is something which
has given me great experience and,
over my two years, some great times. |
really enjoy being a volunteer because |
feel like | make a real difference to the
children and | am a valued part of the
team.

And now you're the programme
controller?

As a volunteer | was always interested
in the broadcasting and planning of the
shows when | came in each week.
Through this | was able to learn more
about the workings of radio in general
and more specifically how shows were
targeted to appeal to a certain type of
audience. It was this concern for the
audience which most interested me at
Radio Lollipop.

(With an attitude like that she could
give some of the big boys a run for
there money watch out Simon at Sun
FM!) So as the P.C, what types of
shows do you try to broadcast?

Our programme covers quite a wide
range of ages from very young children
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up to teenagers, and possibly, but not
fundamentally for their parents to listen
to with them. As such, the shows which
we broadcast tend to encompass a
wide range of music which can consist
of anything from nursery rhymes to
popular chart music. Especially due to
the context of our broadcasting being
in the hospital, | would say that the
programme which we are trying to
create is that of light entertainment as it
allows the children to be diverted from
the serious problems which they may
be going through and have fun. When
our volunteers are presenting on the
radio we encourage them to be
enthusiastic about what they are talking
about, which will tend to be centred on
themes of television or other things the
kids will be interested in. X factor is a
particular point of interest, pop music
and to a lesser extent sport, namely all
of the interests which we perceive the
children to have.

Sounds great, shame | was not on one
of your wards, so if you could put a call
out for a guest to pop in and help
cheer up the kids who would it be?

This is a difficult one as there are so
many people that the children would
like to see. | would probably say Joe
McElderry as he works closely with the
Teenage Cancer Trust so he will know,
as do we, what some of the children
are going through and why it is so
fundamental that a service like ours
needs to continue. As well as this | also
believe that the appeal of him being a
guest is that he epitomises the type of
show we aim to create, his character is
light-hearted and his music popular in
the charts at the moment. As such,
when we are not playing his music of
our own accord he is one of the
requests which we constantly get. It
would be nice therefore, to get
someone like him to be able to interact
with the children we are used to seeing
and if he was in visiting the Teenage
Cancer Trust it would be nice to spread
the benefits of his visits to other
children on other wards. We're also
happy to talk about the work that other
charities within the hospital are doing.
It's not a competition as to who can be
the best charity. Anything that benefits
the kids in any way is welcome on
Radio Lollipop.

Well if anyone's got Joe on their station
(Metro Radio for example) let him
know Radio lollipop has a gig for him.
Lastly, how do you ensure people keep
coming back to work on Radio
Lollipop?
| think that we manage to keep people
helping on Radio Lollipop as they end
up having as much fun as the children.
It allows us to meet new people and
make new friends.We have a great
team of caring and dedicated
volunteers of all ages. By working as a
team this allows us to interact more
with the children which can often turn
into competitive team games. | would
say however, in response to what
people think about helping is that they
really enjoy it as we constantly tell each
other how much we enjoyed this week
but more fundamentally we can see the
real benefits of our help through the
child. The children are often smiling
when they see us coming and some
actively seek us out. | believe therefore
that the true enjoyment which we get
out of Radio Lollipop is that we know
we are making a difference for the
children. They can interact with us in
the knowledge that we are there for
fun and fun alone. To people
considering volunteering | would say
that it's important that they key reason
you want to be there is for the children.
We get a lot of offers for help from
people who want to build up their CV
or want experience in radio. That's not
really what we are about. Everything
we do is focused on providing the best
hospital experience for the children.
Many people also see Radio Lollipop as
a stepping stone into the media
industry. We'd like to turn this on its
head and say if you are already involved
in the media industry and want to do
something worthwhile with your time
and existing skill set, join us.
Rachel | know you were a bit scared of
sitting in the hot seat but trust me you
have been a real star, so what about
you shameless plug?
Radio Lollipop is great fun. We love
what we do and we really care about
the organization. If you want to get -
involved locally, there are 10 stations
around the country. Check out our
website at www.radiolollipop.org to find
out a station near to you.
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