In the hot seat... Joray Comik

With the world
being the way it is
we all need a little
light-hearted fun
and banter, so |
have embarked
upon a mission to
find out more
about our UK
radio presenters,
going deep into
their crazy pasts to
find who the
people behind the
voices are.

If you think you can
drink my tea and have
your turn in the hot seat
with me, you can send
your contact details
direct to

& S
Lontact

www.,jukmediaservices.com

The Radio Magazine

| know this next bit isn't really radio
but some people might know that |
present and start the mass race of
the Virgin London Marathon (three
years running, well not running just
talking a lot). Basically | go around
and interview the crowds finding out
why they are running (fun, charity,
got lost on the way to the shop)
then | get them all lined up (36,000
of them) and then 10,9,8,7,6,54,3,2,1
(horn and off they go, see you next
year). | am not normally star struck
but the reason | am writing this is
because | want to share a couple of
surreal things that happened to me
before this year's marathon. | was
standing in the VIP area when |
turned to be face to face with
Richard Branson, he said hello, | said
hello, he smiled, | smiled, he walked
off then | turned to be face to face
with Joe Pasquale. | put out my hand
to say “Hello | am....", then scribble -
he writes his autograph on the
sleeve of my jacket, smiles and walks
off (completely true).

It is also surreal that the last couple
of Radio Magazine interviews have
been hard hitting, journalistic and
gripping inside glimpses into the
world of the beast that is Radio
Presenting (I know it’s not the best
link from the Marathon to an
interview but hey, it's been a long
week so just go with it!). This week
my kind editor decided | needed a
holiday (and she also needed
someone to take a settee to a
friend), so | set off on a 39 hour
drive and ferry trip to Guernsey in a
clapped out old white van and when
| arrived | started tuning my radio to
see If | could get the shipping report,
(well it's better than watching
channel 5 which was the only
channel | could pick up in the B'n'B).
Suddenly & young voice was singing
out of the wireless, bubbly young and
full of life and after seeing only old

people everywhere this made a
welcome change, so | started to text
the studio number to see if | could
get an interview. | ended up with a
sore finger and a £67 text bill, but it
was worth it, so please read on as |
do my first text interview with

Olivia Tostevin.

Can you tell me about growing up
on the Island and your break into
radio any training or any mentors
that helped you?

| have lived in Guernsey all my life
and growing up here was great fun. |
love living here, it's very safe and not
everyone gets to grow up right next
to the beach!

Now my life revolves around work.
I'm fully committed to what | do and
am constantly coming up with new
ideas for links and ways to improve
myself as a presenter. | try to take
note of anything that happens to me
and find ways to turn it into content
for my show. | decided | wanted a
career in the media when | was a
school; | did a work experience
placement with Channel Television
and loved it from the start. They said
if | wanted to get into the world of
media | should go to University and
do a degree. However this didn't
interest me in anyway. | knew exactly
what | wanted to do and | didn't
want to have to wait another 3/4
years to start! Channel TV then



Q0Undas ke 4 glCdL guy, wiidL vvas I
like doing hospital radio and do you
thing it is a good way to get in to
professional radio?

Hospital radio was so much fun.To be
let loose in a tiny studio in the attic
of my local hospital playing my CD's
was my idea of heaven at |6! The
best bit was going around the wards
with a clipboard taking patients
requests. It used to take me around 2
hours to take |10 requests as | used
to end up chatting away to everyone
for far too long. It's such a great step
for people who want to get into
radio because you learn how to run a
desk, conduct interviews and use a
play out system.The best thing is
there are only a few people listening
so if you make a mistake, hopefully no
one notices!

What's it like doing the day time
show and what do you do to keep
the show fresh and fun?

| absolutely love my show on Island
FM.The best thing is people listening
between |0am-2 pm are usually at
work, driving around or at home so
they usually have a bit more time
than in the mornings or late
afternoons to listen for slightly longer
20

| starteda at 1siana rivi at 1o, sudigrit
out of school but for some reason it
didn't really seem to hit me at first
that | was speaking to thousands of
people everyday. It wasn't until people
started saying to me ‘oh | heard
you're doing this or you've been here
etc’ that | realized...oh yes Olivia,
you're actually on the radio! Most of
my friends from school had gone off
island to university by the time | had
started work but when they came
back on holiday they found it very
weird and a lot of them found it
hilarious! My family is very proud that
I'm doing what I've always wanted
and they know | have worked hard
for it, but my mum will always be my
biggest critic!

Moms! You can't beat them, really
you can't, | tried once but she got the
first blow in with a Henry Hoover, so
trust me you can't! You also do the
Saturday moming breakfast show,
what's that show about and do you
approach it differently from your
weekday shows!?

The Saturday show is mainly about
local events that are happening over
the weekend. | keep the travel
updates coming more regularly as
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you like to take your career next,
would you like to move to the likes
of Radio One and what type of
shows would you like to do and why?

Although | love living in Guernsey |
am a very ambitious and driven
person so | would like to move to
the mainland at some point to further
my career. I'd love to have a go at a
station with a younger target
audience so can play more music that
| am into and talk about subjects that
interest me, rather than constantly
thinking, would my mum be
interested in this? | am passionate
about radio so at the moment | do
see myself staying behind the mic for
a fair while but | wouldn't be against
trying something different such as TV
at some point in the future.| am a
HUGE fan of Radio One and a
daytime show there would be my
(and I'm sure thousands of others)
dream job.

Working on a station, on a small
island must get you some special
treatment, do you get fan mail or do
you use your name to get freebies?
lt's weird; no one quite understands
what it's like to live in such a small
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