Happy Birthday to the chair,
Happy Birthday to the chair,
Happy Birthday dear hot seat,
Happy Birthday to you.Yep it's the
52nd time the hot seat has gone
out in The Radio Magazine and as
a celebration | bring you the
second part of my interview with
one of the biggest names in UK
radio today and who has been for
as long as | have been a live, |
bring you the concluding part
(don't | sound very American) of
the day the Hot Seat meet Mr.
Mike Read.

It ended last week with Mike
saying: Cliff and me on
guitars/vocals and the Princess of
Wales, the future King and the
future Prince of Wales on backing
vocdls... historical moment.

It must have been like comic relief
and the young ones all over again!
People think of you as they do the
likes of Tony Blackburn as a Radio
Hero / Legend but who were your
radio heroes and who would you
listen to then and now?

| listened to the pirates in the latter
days and also Radio One, which was
full of great broadcasters. Not sure |
had any heroes as such, but seriously
admired the diverse talents of the
likes of Johnny Walker, Tony
Blackburn, John Peel and Kenny
Everett et al. Now | listen to TALK
SPORT or BIG L INTERNATIONAL
and bits of other stations.

Kenny Everett, boy he had great legs,

Jordy Cernik

some people say he had two!
Sounding very BBC newsreader-ish;
in 2009 you were rumored to be
forming a veteran radio station called
One Gold, is this true and what was
it all about (now sounding very
Geordie ‘al a boot) .

The idea was to put a strong team
together many former Radio
One/Radio Two and Radio
Luxembourg broadcasters with great
music from the 80s 70s 60s with
leeway either side. Essentially a
commercial Radio Two with a much
broader and less repetitive musical
palette than any other UK station. If
advertisers could put their money
into Radio Two they would..this was
meant to be an opportunity for
them to do that. Without major
backing, but with a powerful
transmitter (1395am) 102.7 along
the Costa Brava and on line at
BIGL.CO.UK we decided to plunge
in as BIG L INTERNATIONAL in
November and grow organically. So
in effect ONE GOLD is BIG L
INTERNATIONAL and we've just
done a deal to bring in recorded
programmes from many former
Radio One/Two/Luxembourg names.
We're already getting a terrific
response, so onwards and upwards
in 201 1!

Sounds great, got any jobs going?
(He just smiles! quick break the
silence) You have won so many
awards from Sony to Smash Hits,
what is it like to win an award and
where do you keep them all?

It's always good to be recognized for
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anything! They are dotted about..all
the Gold Discs are at the radio
station..many awards are being
unearthed from boxes...the Services
to Music Award from Malta which |
was given last year is on the study
wall..while lurking either side of the
fairy liquid on the kitchen window sill
are the Carl-Alan Award, an award
from Guinness for selling half a million
books (we've since sold millions but
no more awards!) and the TV Theme
of the Year Award 1991 for More To
Life. Still not sure what the fairy liquid
award was for..certainly not washing-

up!

| won an award once from school,
best bottle opener in metal work in
1989! | know its big, no please don't
clap, thanks (tear comes to my eye,
I'm hoping that the Hot Seat will win
award one day, well you never know,
hey it could be for this interview ,
let's see.) You're on BiglL 1395 going
out to the UK and Europe, it has a
feel of the old days of pirate radio
about it, what's that like and does it
take you back to the good old days?

BIG L INTERNATIONAL is a radio
station for the present and the future,
which includes all the great tracks and
memories from the past... (a little like
Scrooge's visitations without the
moralizing!) Gold tracks doesn't
necessarily mean Gold presentation
and too much cosines. Yes, we are a
wee bit piratical... nothing wrong with
being a bit naughty and hoisting the
jolly roger now and again! | love radio
and music... so we hope the passion
shines through... the music certainly
does.
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wads dil LerTmc tun! Kadio Une, Fop
Quiz, Top of the Pops, Saturday
Superstore, books, recording and gigs!
No pressure if you loved what you
did... if you were overstretching
yourself | imagine it could have been
hell... luckily | was in my comfort zone!
There was no chasing the media... no
trying to get press.. no PR firm.. it all
Just happened!

But you weren'’t just a radio star you
also woke up a lot of kids on a
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another film idea with Robin. So films
are very much on the cards. I'm also
directing my first major TV series
‘Living the Lie’ which I'm enjoying
enormously. I'd like to make BIG L
successful and am looking forward to
building the station over the next
year. 'm also busy as vice president of
the Heritage Foundation and as an
ambassador for the Princes Trust. So
plenty of stuff to do!

All this and you even did the Ant and
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What more is there to say? Thank
you Mike Read.

Do want to be part of the next 52?
contact us at
editor@theradiomagazine.co.uk and
we'll speak soon.
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