One on One

With the world
being the way it is
we all need a little
light-hearted fun
and banter, so |
have embarked
upon a mission to
find out more
about our UK
radio presenters,

going deep into
their crazy pasts to
find who the
people behind the
voices are.

If you think you can
drink my tea and have

your turn in the hot seat

with me, you can send

your contact details

Today we head back to the most
respected broadcasters in radio,
working across the world to keep
our armed forces in touch with
what's going on back home and
helping families to keep up to date
with their men and women over
seas. In the hot seat today is a
man with the ability to talk for
Britain, has the low down on the
top ten forces songs and would
love to do a job swap with one of
his listeners (so if anyone is out
there that can set this up please
let me know). Please welcome the
Rambo of the airways, the Van-
Dam of the CD player and the
Schwarzenegger of the faders, Mr
Mike Howarth.

You're a sniper on the mic and
have some great parade skills
when you're presenting a show
but you're known as a bit of a
chatter box, what do you talk
about and how do you keep it
going day in and day out?

| blame my Dad. He never shuts
up. Yatter, yatter, yatter.
Incidentally, | apologise for any
Dad jokes on the radio. I'll be
wearing dodgy pullovers next. (I
joke of course - in case he’s
reading.) As for actual topics, | try
to make it relevant to the forces
audience. | am quite random and
find the most stupid of things
funny. I'm sure it's not just me
because |'ve attracted a lot of

In the hot seat... Jordy ce

I'm renowned on air for loving
pie and by rights | should have
my own postcode, but listeners
do send me pictures of their
homemade pies for the
Facebook page. | even had one
photo sent in of the word ‘PIES'
which had been painted on the
top of a bridge over a motorway.
I'm still waiting for a call from the
police to ask if it was me. lt's the
listeners who keep the ball rolling
by getting involved and the guys
and girls in the military have the
best sense of humour ever.

With such great communications
skills, it is no surprise that you
landed up in radio or some kind
of signals department, have you
ever thought about making your
show a phone in and just drop
the records you have to deploy
to the troops?

| really haven't ever thought
about a phone-in to be honest,
but | wouldn't knock the chance.
I'd like to try a bit of everything
before | hang up the headphones
or croak. | did some work on The
Alex Hall Phone-In on The Pulse
briefly, years and years ago —
answering phones, making tea,
tripping up over wires etc, and |
really enjoyed it. | am a bit of an
owl as well so that made it more
enjoyable. (Maybe | shouldn't say
that with early starts imminent?)

BFBS is a very special set of




long periods of time and often to
dangerous areas, it makes it so
much harder to get your head
around. We are that link back
home — wherever home may be.
Afghanistan right now is key and
being able to link those guys out
there with their families, loved
ones and friends is so important.
Having stations in locations like
this keeps them closer to home
and we actually get to mix with
the audience. They'll call you up
for some banter in the morning
and pop in for a brew in the
afternoon. It's pretty epic.

Many people have a dream (|
Had one last night about a
Swedish girl called Helga, Arrrrr
note to self, don't let Mrs. Jordy
read this while she has a large
glass in her hand) was it your
dream to work for BFBS?

Well I'd come to one of those
20

devised called ‘Slap Saddam ' (this
was back in 2003). The boss at
the time sort of looked at me
over the top of his specs and we
moved swiftly on.

So if | was to start up a new TV
show called Jordy will Fix it
(please note this is not a DIY
show, can't even put a nail in the
wall - “No, he can't!” (that was
Mrs. Jordy), where | can set up
dreams and challenges would you
be willing to swap roles with one
of the forces boys for a week?

| would love to! | have maximum
respect for the guys and it's an
honour to work for such a
prestigious station. | would job
swap for a week in a heartbeat
though. There are so many
different jobs you could do as
well; I'm almost dribbling at the
thought. It's attractive. Tank! Give
me a tank! There's a payback for

INros, Lrdsii Ig vocLdis> dlid 1evels
all over the shop. Not much has
changed really. But seriously, it was
such a buzz even then and fingers
crossed all of those tapes have
been burned. The first actual show
| did was on the University of
Sunderland student radio station,
Utopia FM. | then won a
presenter competition on Galaxy
105-105 (as it was back in the
day) in 2001 and the prize was to
present my own show. It was an
overnight and | was nervous as
hell especially after hearing Paul
Emmines bigging it up throughout
the day. | was still quite unfamiliar
with all of the radio terms then
and to be told | was being given a
log’ to take into the studio and
not to get too close to the ‘muff’
didn't help calm the nerves.You
are your own worst critic but
looking back, I'm sort of hoping
that CD has gone up in flames
too. It's about as hot as that show

would get | think. As for good or
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