In the hot seat... Jordy Cernik

With the world
being the way it is
we all need a little
light-hearted fun
and banter, so |
have embarked
upon a mission to
find out more
about our UK
radio presenters,
going deep into
their crazy pasts to
find who the
people behind the
voices are.
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| just can't believe that it will be my
/0th interview for The Radio
Magazine next week. My little idea
first saw the light of day in Issue
922 in the week of | 6th of
December 2009 when it was just
a one page, two column interview
with a rock and roll Df by the
name of Billy Rankin, | thank him
so much for taking a chance and
being my first guest in the Hot
Seat. Many more have placed their
butts’ on my dark leather chair
with small buttons and pump
action side arm (what a great
description for an lkea bargain
basement special). | hope | have
helped to spotlight presenters
across the globe that have worked
hard to keep their show at the top
of the ratings. This week before my
/0th interview I'm going to have a
look back at some of the amazing
talent we have out there in Radio
Land and highlight some of my
favorite interviewees who agreed to
let a journalist from Newcastle,
who works out of his own little
office from home to send off his
contribution each week, sit them in
the Hot Seat!

| have to start off with the man
that started it all, Billy Rankin when
| found out he was in to petty
crime.

Most Djs and rockers like their
freebees, so what's been one of

your greatest achievements in
getting something for nothing?

The one folk leave round the
studio and forget about. Did you
see that!..err.| left it here 2
months ago... Signed guitar from
the Stones? Nah haven't seen it
boss.

| do hope his boss never read the

interview! Another guest that hit
the seat in March 2009 was a
great friend who is well known for
liking the spot light. He had a go at
the Weakest Link, cooked on Come
Dine With Me and even learnt to
fly an airplane so that he could be
sky high, my mate Wayne Allen, |
also had to say sorry as we printed
his name wrong on the front cover
that week, | asked him about being

a fly boy.

The greatest live show | did was
from a plane to tie in with the
launch of Superman the movie, |
am the only radio DJ to have
piloted a plane and done his
show live, | thought | would put
in the fact | have used my pilots
license to good use. One thing |
would like to do is a radio
version of Noel's Christmas
presents.

I asked him if | could be Mr Blobby,
never did get an answer. My first

big named DJ if you can put any of
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coleman, | was So Uried o riave
him in the hot seat and even more
to talk to him on the phone from
Oz, the only down side was that it
was always 2.30 in the morning, he
never did seem to work out the
time differences, | asked him what
stuck out in his mind from his great
career over here in the UK?

My biggest memories of my 16
years in UK radio and TV, was
working on BBC GLR London
with Chris Evans and Danny
Baker / Chris Morris ECT.. with
Trevor Dann and then Dave
Robey... a great place to try new
things. Doing brekkie with Russ
Williams was very successfully on
Virgin 1215 and London FM...
Branson was great to work with
and | am still in contact with him
on the Aussie show. Working with
Phil Riley and Richard Huntington
and the team at Heart |062FM
for 7 years was brilliant... | can't
believe how proud | am of the
Sony we won forVirgin / Heart
and BBC London 94.9FM. Over
those |6 years... | still do bits for
Steve Wright and Russ on
Absolute. | now have my Internet
radio in my kitchen in Sydney so |
can listen into all my mates back
in the UK.

Looking back on what he said, |

start to feel like | should have had a
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Jonol! He was the first real D to
inspire me to try and get on a radio
station, still haven't got there yet,
but the inspiration is still there. One
woman that changed things for the
hot seat and made it cool to sit in
was Lucy Horobin, the other half to
Alex and Lucy on In:Dermand, one
of my best interviews and | have to
say sexist ladies that has sat in the
Hot Seat , she was fun, up for a
laugh and got the column straight
away, looking back this is when the
cheeky side on my interviews
started to come to life, | asked her
about her fan and her stalkers.

| tend to get quite a few emalils
from listeners asking me out on
dates or paying compliments and
stuff. The weirdest one has to be
this guy who emails every week
telling me he’s a sorcerer and that
he's casting spells! Clearly he's got
far too much time on his hands.

| would have loved to have printed
the spells he was casting, but being
a family column [ just didn’t have
the certification to print them so |
passed on going any deeper in to
that one.

Another great achievement was
finally getting the BBC to let me
interview one of their presenters,
sure it wasn't Chris Moyles or
Fearne Cotton, but it was an
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working at the BBC.
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lt's an enormous privilege to work
for the BBC and every time | step
into the studio with the
opportunity to share my favorite
music with the audience, | feel
totally blessed. Radio | is the best
environment | could ever wish to
be in and | have already been
made to feel like part of the
family.

| got a great reply from the Press
office at the BBC after that went
out, | just hope that one day Chris
and definitely Fearne will sit down, |
would love to ask her about her
radio life and Celebrity Juice. | have
also looked into the world of
community radio with Mandy
Morrow and hospital radio with the
likes or radio Lollipop at the RVl in
Newcastle, | have highlighted new
presenters like Jessica Ann Petty &
Jonathan Fifield, about both working
to get their big break and opened
up my column to stations in Spain
and Norway. One interview that
seemed like it would never happen
and took me over a year to get the
presenter to agree was the press
shy Night Owls star of Metro Radio
Alan Robson, undoubtedly one of
the longest serving, hard working,
most popular presenter on late

night radio, from ghosts and goblins
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