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disagreements but our professional
relationship always remains separate
from our private one. If we have an
argument or angry words it is swiftly
forgotten and we move on. Does he
get me angry? Yes! and | am sure | do
the same to him but for me that is
healthy, it would be beyond dull if we
always agreed with one and other.

What a very honest and open
answer (or in goal terms a bit left
but still straight past the keeper) |
can see that coming back to Metro
Radio was a great signing! Oh and |
have always liked the coffee here just
a shame they wont give me a job so
| can drink it more often, hee, hee.
So let's get this out the way, Tony
keeps calling you Lady Anna Foster
the Posh one, what's that all about?
This started because it came to light
I went to Gordonstoun but | actually
got a bursary to that school and it
did not make me posh , | learnt how
to climb tree houses do the Gay
Gordon and drink vodkal!!

So the answer is you're not posh,
but you are a hard working mom
and wife, how do you handle all this
and work as well?

I am always un-ironed and never
have my nails donelll My house often
looks like it has been burgled but my
mum is a great help plus my hubby is
not afraid of a bit of washing up. |
really try and make sure that | do
give quality time to my children; |
make sure of that even if the house
is crumbling round me ... and | just
bribe the dog with treats, Henry will
always love me....

You have to have had one of the
best jobs before you were in radio, a
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classical singer. Do you still do it?

| do still sing a lot and | love it but |
don't have the time to practice as
much as | should. It is a reflection of
my manic life that | can be playing
Pink ,Bruno Mars and The Kings of
Leon in the morning and rattling off a
bit Mozart , Schubert or Handel at
night!

So where did it all start? When did
radio take over your life?

| never had any intention or burning
desire to work in radio, | think it
found me rather than the other way
around and I'm glad it did! After the
usual path of G.CS.Es, A levels and a
failed attempt at enjoying a university
career at Reading, | found myself
studying classical voice and piano at
[rinity college of Music in London. |
loved my time at college but spent
perhaps a little too much time with
the brass students in the pub! Many
of my friends who were great singers
left with no job so | escaped the big
city and formed a back up plan. | had
always loved all elements of the
media and enjoyed news and stories
o | attempted to enroll on a
journalism course only to be told |
did not have enough experience... |
actually had none! | phoned my local
station Stray FM in Harrogate and
asked if | could follow a journo for a
day... | landed up working the
breakfast show on £12.50 a show!

it's got just slightly better. From there |
worked at Metro Networks Traffic
and Travel in the Boro, | met so many
great jocks at various stations across
the north fromY C R to Alpha and
the dizzy heights of Minster FM. It was
at this point | came across John
Foster who currently presents on
BBC Tees.We had chemistry straight

away and | thought he was an
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extremely talented jock. John
broadcasts in a very natural fashion
with no cheese, he makes it his
mission to know his area inside out
and is in possession of a fine wit;
though his obsession with jingles
worries me! | escaped traffic and
travel and moved to GNR before it
became Magic. | was surrounded by
fellas that had been in the game for a
long time: Steve Colman, Bill Young
and the completely bonkers but
innovative and super clever Adrian
John. | then moved to TFM breakfast
with John, we had a great time |
continued to learn from him however
| seemed to be constantly pregnant
so | am not sure he got the best of
me! | would like to work with him
again one day. | then was asked to
move to Metro and here | am seven
years on...

And as soon as you transferred to
the breakfast show you were pushed
into taking over the windups and now
you are the queen of the crank call,
was that something you wanted to
do?

| have done so many wind ups now |
have to honest and say | find them
hard work. Between Tony and me we
have done over 1000! Junior dogs the
producer is brilliant at editing them
and makes me sound cleverer than |
am! All of us on the show feel they
are outdated but the listeners still like
them and they after all are who we
do the show for.

Tony said the same thing; you can
blame him for starting them off and
making them such a popular part of
the show. So how do you feel being
the only woman presenter on the
station and what is your view on
female presenters in general?

| do not think there are anywhere
near enough women in commercial
radio. That said | would never want a
station to hire a token female, people
should be hired on their merit not
their sex. Unfortunately some
outdated research suggests female
listeners do not like listening to
female DJs but in my opinion a female
listener wants to hear someone
relatable, intelligent and with an a

ty
to make them think, laugh or cry,
whether or not they are in possession
of a penis or not is completely
irrelevant. The good thing about
Metro is that behind the scenes there
are plenty of intelligent creative
women that | get to work with on a
daily basis... and we can talk about
shoes obviously!

What a great note to finish off with,
thank you so much for being my first
guest of year two, shame you still
haven't added me on face book! So
go on then please give us our 53rd
shameless plug.

Ok here we go, well the show | think
speaks for itself, we work hard and
certainly have a bloody good go at it!
You can catch me on twitter my user
name is @ladyannafoster and also
don't forget I'm always available to
sing a little ditty for you should you
require a buxom classical chanteuse!

Thanks Anna and can you wish Tony the
best of luck on raising money and
taking some of his listeners on a trek to
Peru to find the Inca, oh and tell him |
am still waiting for my invitation — and
if you want to invite me along to see
you contact
editor@theradiomagazine.co.uk and
we'll speak soon.

23



