ot seat... Jordy Cernik

With the world
being the way it is
we all need a little
light-hearted fun
and banter, so |
have embarked
upon a mission to
find out more
about our UK

| radio presenters,
going deep into
their crazy pasts to
find who the
people behind the
voices are.

drink my tea and have
your turn in the hot seat
with me, you can send

www,jukmediaservices.com

The Radio Magazine

What a couple of weeks of the
press the Wedding, Bin Laden,
Newcastle wining 3 nil, | first got
interested in Journalism when |
worked for GMTV and then it kind
of fleeted away when | became an
assistant producer for the Fox Kids

Channel, spending my days wanting

to be a power ranger and playing
Donkey Kong doesn't really set you
up to be a world class reporter. It
wasn't until | did my journalist
diploma that | started to redlly be
aware of the hard but interesting
lives a “HACK” has day in and day
out. So as a first for the hot seat
this week’s guest is one of the
Kings of journdlists, a giant in the
world of the radio news readers
and a god when it comes to news
gathering, ok that's enough sucking
up (I lost a game of marbles and
my forfeit was to give him a big
intro for this interview), so as | said
please welcome Justin Kings!

| have decided to do this
interview in the style of Jeremy
Kyle (my idol, | would love to see
a fight between him and Jerry
Springer, | bet Jeremy would win,
| also have it on good authority
that he reads my column, well
that's what his agent told me) so
Justin tell me and the readers,
what were you doing that made
you get involved with this thing
called radio?

(He's giving me some very:
strange looks! | forgot to tell him
| was going to do my Jeremy
impression).

I've been in the business for

more than 20 years. | started in
hospital radio before getting my
first paid gigs at the Chiltern
Radio Network which was run
by Paul Chantler and Clive
Dickens then. | went to BRMB in
1994 with ambitions to .
eventually get to 95.8 Capital FM.
| spent |2 very happy years at
Capital reporting on the biggest
stories in London and traveling
the world. After the GCap
merger | decided it was time to
move on and | ran news and
programmes at BBC London
94.9 for a couple of years. With
Editor Dave Robey and the team
we achieved an all time high
audience in the history of 94.9
FM. | relocated to the beautiful
north east for the sake of my
young family and ran my own
news consultancy with clients
across Europe. Bauer Radio hired
me to work on its stations in the
NE and Cumbria last summer
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the morning and decided what
you're reporting on something
else can suddenly happen and
change everything. Set this against
the backdrop of hourly and
sometimes half hourly deadlines
and the newsroom is usually a
pretty exciting place to be.

(I have had to change pose and
just point my finger to give my
face a rest, how does Jeremy
keep it up, so what would Jeremy
say now?)

Like everything in life sometimes
mistakes happen, have you ever
done something that you wish
you hadn't?

When | first started out |
accidentally mixed up one
councilor's name with another: It
caused the threat of a libel action.
| was so scared that it was a very
effective lesson in double checking
your facts! Nothing worse than

that since. Honestly!!
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it gets. But the best assignment
was moving our news operation,
again at Capital, to outside
Buckingham Palace for the long
weekend of the Queen’s Golden
Jubilee. | read the news wandering
round outside the Palace in the
sunshine. A great atmosphere.

e L SR

Totally London. And we won a
Sony for it.

Times are hard at the moment
and there have been some
horrific news events to report on
in recent years, what have you
covered that sticks out as a hard
one to work on?

I'm sorry to say there have been
many of these too. But 9/1 |
stands out grimly. We pulled
together 24 hour news on a small
staff at Capital. We'd worked so
hard, it wasn't until 4 or 5 days
after the attack, when | went
home for the first time, that the
enormity of what had happened

v L

room with typewriters.
Computers led to email and the
web led to social media. Facebook
and Twitter mean we can connect
and engage with our audiences
like never before.

T A L A A ]

You are now the boss of news
for the North East, what does
that role entail and do you get
the last say on what is reported
and what is not?

| oversee news content for Bauer
Media’s 5 stations in the North
East and Cumbria. Yes, if it came
to it | could get the last word on
whether something’s reported but
hour by hour whoever is
compiling the bulletin acts as
Editor. | have an outstanding team
of 8 journalists rewarded with a
host of award nominations within
just 6 months. So, they're making
the right decisions! It's my job to
give a little guidance and support.
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