In the hot seat

| With the world

| being the way it is
we all need a little

| light-hearted fun

| and banter, so |
have embarked

| upon a mission to

| find out more
about our UK

| radio presenters,

| going deep into

| their crazy pasts to

| find who the

- people behind the

L voices are.

If you think you can
drink my tea and have
your turn in the hot seat
with me, you can send
your contact details
direct to
A AN i 4 i A &
news@theradiomagazine.co.uk

Contact Jordy:
www.jukmediaservices.com

The Radio Magazine

«» Jordy Cernik

Today is a bit different from the
normal, | found a guy who has had
such an amazing run through radio
that | only had to ask one question to
fill the column, it's the story of ones
mans life in radio | hope you are as
riveted as | was with Mr John
Macdonald of the Pulse 98.4

John, tell me about what radio
means to you?

| am originally from Greenock and
was born in December 1954.As a
child the radio was always on at
home and | can still hum the
introductory music to programmes
like Music while you work and Family
Favourites (whether two-way or
sometimes more than that) along
with such treats as Sing Something
Simple. My discovery of Pick of the
Pops co-incided with that show
moving from late Saturday nights
(which | was too young to stay up
for) to Sunday afternoons. Alan
Freeman became the highlight of my

week. | would also have Luxembourg
on in the early evening after
discovering which part of my council
flat gave the best reception. My
Grandfather had visited The New
York Worlds' Fair in 1962 and
returned from it with a tiny transistor
radio with an earphone for me.
Around the same time an Uncle in
Singapore had brought me an even
smaller similar radio and | would
wander around with one or other on
all the time scanning the (tiny) dials
for the popular music of the day.
Usually without much success

And Radio One only partly helped.
Tony Blackburn was great but the
rest of it sounded so bland. For most
of the time they were not even
playing proper records but cover and
specially recorded versions of the
songs. | wondered then, as | still do
now why The BBC did not stand up
to the Musicians Union to get proper
airtime for British music which at
that time was the best in the world.
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something behind the scenes
especially when it came to the
musical selection. Basic training was
hard work and there was little
opportunity to indulge in hobbies. In
those days it only lasted six weeks
though and once out of there and on
my way to trade training | resolved
grab any opportunity, however slim to
get involved in radio. Well lucky for
me RAF Cosford also had an in-
house radio station and | arrived
there on my first evening to offer my
help. There was an enormous record
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went to my first proper posting.
Manby in Lincolnshire | did the
Saturday Night disco there for a year
before being posted to Biggin Hill
which did have a station. It had been
allowed to run down so | effectively
took it over and got it going again. A
year of this and | was posted to The
Maldive Islands to RAF Gan which is
now a popular holiday spot but then
was nine months of tropical sunshine
for 600 men and not one woman.
The island was one mile long and a
quarter of a mile wide and had huge

Stanmore Park in Middlesex. There
was no in-house radio station there
so | figured | was done with radio
until one day that summer during the
Stanmore summer fair | discovered
that there was a hospital radio station
at the nearby Royal National
Orthopeadic Hospital. Dave Rauch
(who is still there today) was very
kind and | managed to get a three
hour Sunday afternoon shift while
occasionally producing the request
shows and the bingo show. | would
remain a member until |982 though
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