With the world
being the way it is
we all need a little

| light-hearted fun
and banter, so |

| have embarked
upon a mission to

| find out more

' about our UK

| radio presenters,

| going deep into

their crazy pasts to
find who the
| people behind the
[ voices are.

If you think you can
® drink my tea and have
Byour turn in the hot seat
| with me, you can send
your contact details
direct to

azine.co.ux

The Radio Magazine

Last week | found it quite hard to
try and make things as fun and up
beat as | usually would when | was
faced with interviewing a man who
is putting a positive spin on a very
serious illness, as it was something
so close to home for me. This week
| was given the inside story about
the second hardest job in radio -
that's trying to get a job (the first is
keeping it) which is also a subject |
can relate to as | have struggled
for years to find that big break in
my area and still do! And believe
me, | am very pushy. So this week |
give my column to a young Lady
with the drive and ambition to find

her break Jessica Ann Petty.

Thanks Jessica, | hope that the
following will help you in getting
where you wish to be! So what is
your background, your first time in a
radio station, who are your mentors
etc?

| started off at Radio Sunderland for
Hospitals in June 2010. | was looking
on the internet for voluntary
opportunities to gain experience and
this is the first thing | came across. |
started straight away and used to go

_every Monday night from 7pm-9pm.

n € NOL Seal... Jordy Cerik

First | got to know the
staff, the place and how
things worked etc then |
started doing training. In
Hospital Radio they work
things differently to other
radio stations, as in they
have somebody
presenting a show and
somebody handling the
technical side of it. They
asked whether | wanted
to learn presenting or technical first
and | chose presenting because that
was the side of it | was more
interested in. Hospital Radio is also
different to a typical radio station as
in the main thing they do is ‘request’
shows for patients. This is where all
staff take it in turns to go to the
general hospital and collect requests.
These then get brought back to the
studios and get put on the request
show that goes out daily. | co-
presented Monday evenings request
show from 8pm-9pm with Kristian. |
felt Kristian and | had good banter
and this showed on our show.

Why do you want to get into radio
with all the job cuts and unreliable
contracts?

| studied Performing Arts at
Newcastle College straight after
school thinking | wanted to go into
acting, however half way through the
2 year course | felt that it wasn't for
me. | decided to continue with the
course as | did enjoy doing it and |
wanted to get my qualification at the
end of it. Once | finished that |
moved to Gran Canaria for two
months with my boyfriend doing bar
work out there, then came home
and got the job | have now which is
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getting experience! | also think in a

way that it's good that I'm working at
Job Linkage too, as | am getting myself
life experience working here full time.

You're just starting out on a long
road that many want to break into,
what things have you tried so far to
get through the door?

When I'd been at Hospital Radio a
couple of months | decided to make
myself a ‘performance CV' with my
performance background on, as
opposed to my employment CV. |
wrote out a spec letter explaining
who | was and what | was looking for
etc and sent it to every radio station
in the North East. | also signed up to
a few websites to get ‘job alerts’, for
example I'm registered with the BBC
website and if something came up
that fit my criteria they'd e-mail me
with it. After sending out my spec
letters | got a few replies from people
just saying thank you, but no thank
you — which | understood as | didn't
have the experience that these kinds

20

Radio. | then got a call from my friend
Debbie, who worked at Sun FM
doing the advertising, in November
2010 and she said she'd been
mentioning my name for a while and
that a work experience place had
came up and Pete Clough wanted me
to e-mail him explaining my
background etc.

What has your time been like
working at Sun FM under Pete
Clough?

Working at Sun FM as well as Spark
FM is great! | feel it gives me the
opportunity to see two different sides
of a radio station as at Spark FM | am
presenting a show and doing prep for
that show etc, but at Sun FM | am
getting to see another side of things. |
go for a few hours on a Friday
afternoon and really enjoy it. | do all
sorts from researching ‘clues’ for
competitions, to being in the studio
learning the desk. | have mainly been
focusing on sweepers and jingles and
have also learned on cutting a song
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news readers than there are men.
Maybe it's just a case of women
having a more calming voice than
men, for these type of things.

People can tune in to Spark FM to
listen to you doing your R&B show,
so why R&B!?

When | wrote my spec letter to
Spark FM and they got back in touch
asking if | could come in for a chat. |
went down and had a meeting with
Jack, Programme Controller for the
station, and we talked about training
opportunities, what | was interested
in doing at Spark and what was
available at the time. | knew | wanted
to present a show and knew it would
need to be either evenings or
weekend but | wasn't too fussed as to
what it was etc. My favourite type of
music is R&B, Hip hop and pop. Jack
mentioned that there was a spot for
an R&B show on a Saturday evening
and that at the time they just had to
get other presenters to voice over
the show but that nobody was
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