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fantastic job of getting a balance, but
the digital bill has said that FM will
become a super local service, and for
me that can't come soon enough,
local people love local presenters.
Local radio can be so super local,
because they have the time to be.
So far in your great career you have
met and worked with some great
people, any stories or gossip?
| have been fortunate to have
worked with some of the nicest
people. Stories could go on until the
wee small hours but a couple that
springs to mind, one was when | was
interviewing Christopher Biggins, he
kept talking about Fenella Fielding’s
Boobs on airll | thought | was in for
the sackl! | had a great snowball fight
with MP Charles Kennedy for charity,
| was rubbish at curling when | was
up for a match with Scotland's own
Gold medal winning Ladies, | had to
do an OB just outside Inverness
during the winter, |0 mins before we
go live and | couldn't get the mast to
go up because it was frozen, so |
drove it round the back of the
supermarket climbed up on the roof
and did a wee wee on the mast!! It
WORKED!! Quickly drove back
round got the mast up and did the
OB (Can you guess what happened
next?) correct! The wee wee froze
and | couldn't get the mast back
downl!! And there is stayed for 2
days!! | drove the radio car through
nearly 5ft of flood water to get an
interview with a couple stranded in
their home, so | ditched the back
pack and through them over my
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shoulder and took them to higher
ground. | had a (Toy) fight with
Richard Bacon live on CH4 ‘The Big
Breakfast' | was in the film ‘Braveheart’
| have bumped into Colin Firth 32
times (Within an hour on a film set,
I'm not his stalker | promise) and |
have lit Richard Briers Cigarette, the
stories are endless

As we all know radio is not always a
full time job so what do you do to
keep the money coming in?

You're dead right about the uncertain
world of radio, | don't think there
would be a presenter alive who
wouldn't love the prospect of waking
up in the morning knowing his job
was safe. So you're always making
sure that you keep yourself covered.
My brother was a DJ and so inspired
me, at the age of 10 with some
homemade disco lights | did my
Primary school disco, at the tender
age of 18 | bought my brothers disco
company and have DJd ever since,
but back in 2000 | started ‘Moray
Firth Audio’ which is my Sound and
Lighting Hire company, it was
originally started because of my boss
at the time Gary Robinson, he was
unhappy that many Sound & Lighting
companies were just not kitted out to
handle the OB (Outside Broadcast)
so | set about putting a good sound
system and lighting system together
just for radio, all under one roof. The
business is still going strong but as
there have been many cuts to the
entertainment industry we have had
to trim our excesses, but that's the
nature of the beast. | continue to do
voiceovers from home but a passion
of mine has always been photography
and back in 2009 | launched a new
venture called Pure Pic, dedicated to
the people and Landscapes of the
UK this has taken of very well.

What advice would you give new
presenters to help them in down
times?

If you look at many people within the
The Radio Magazine

entertainment industry, they are
qualified in other fields, if they fall on
hard times they can if need be revert
back to an old career path, that's the
secret, but never lose sight of your
goal.

So if you could start up your own
station would you do it and what
would it be like?

If | had the money | would start my
own station without even thinking
whether | should or shouldn't to
know my job would be secure (that's
the bit we are all after) and if | could
make it national so be it, but failing
that | would choose central Scotland,
I'm not being biased but they are just
the nicest people and if it bled into
the Highlands, North East and
Birmingham | would be just as happy.
Music wise | love taking people back
to their disco youth, 25 — 40 year
olds music from the charts from
around 1975 onwards, the odd new
song and never ever afraid to play
some good old fashioned Rock.
Matter of fact, never afraid to play a
little of anything. | would slot myself
into the mid evenings, 6 — [0am I'm
fine with that, you can really open
things up, and go for broke, hammer
out the tunes do as many requests as
possible, I'm happy.

You have already made a big name in
radio, where would you like to let it
take you next?

Would like to explore radio a little
further in the UK but also to explore
radio in America and Canada, 'm a
people person, | like talking to people,
| always have done, so exploring a
show where you can chat with
people much more is right up my
street, but on the same breath if the
Government do finally get ‘Super
Local Radio’ under way | would like to
be at the training & coaching end, get
people in and interested get them
trained and get them on air; | have
done this in the past and it's a very
rewarding exercise, some of my

trainees have went on to much bigger
and better things.
So when did it all begin for you?
| started when | was around |2 years
old when ‘Moray Firth Radio’ was just
starting up in Inverness. They have a
huge area to cover so they started
what was called ‘Radio Action’ groups
of volunteers in various areas all over
the highlands to collect information
and Interviews and send it through to
the station in Inverness, this was to
make sure that MFR was serving all
areas of the TSA, Mel Well | was
dragged along to a Radio Action
Meeting by my brother who was a
local DJ, they asked him to turn up as
he may be good to have on board, as
it turned out Brian Anderson (the
then Program controller) along with
Helen McPherson chaired the
meeting, | was chosen to go out and
get some interviews, they handed me
an old Uher reel to reel, a load of
tape, shown how to record, and a bus
ticket to my first interview. I've not
really looked back since. But my trip
into becoming a broadcaster was
given a serious injection by Bobby
MaclLennan who was on air at the
time, we did gigs together and when
he had some time off he took me in
an trained me, | have loads to be
thankful for.
So what will you be writing on your
job applications to make you stand
out?
Glen Campbell, his name is more
famous than he is!! (You want more?)
Never afraid of the impossible, will
tackle anything, the more chaotic the
better, if it needs done, it will bel!
And just to give you a helping hand if
there are any jobs going where can
we find you? Shameless plug time.
Well if you can spare a moment you
can have a look at my websites —
www.morayfirthaudio.co.uk, or if you
would like something more relaxing
you can have a look at my
photography — www.purepic.co.uk

21



