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to lkea) So when did you start
working in radio and how did you get
where you are today?

| have actually been a newspaper
journalist most of the years. My first
media job was at a local radio station
back in 1997-1998 (student radio
before that), where | got to practice
and build my radio skills. Until 2007,
when | joined the NRK; | only did
radio shows as a hobby. And it was in
fact a sample of one of those shows
made in my leisure time which caught
NRK's interest back then.When it
comes to mentors there are no
persons | can mention in particular. |
have found good mentoring in
different colleagues and situations
wherever | have worked.

(I meant how he got to the studio
today, but that's still a good answer)
Do you use the internet and web
sites to push your station like a lot of
the UK stations do and do you think
it's a good thing?

It is up to every programme
department how they want to push
their programmes. Many use social
media like Facebook and Twitter to
be in touch with their listeners. NRK
Pl is a strong brand itself in Norway,
meaning that most people who listen
to radio actually are tuned to this
station. | am not pushing a lot on the
internet myself, but NRK in total are
available with its content on different
platforms. And | see that some
programmes actually have a lot of
followers on social media, so some
use it more active than others on the
air.

Sounds quite like the BBC, what are
the big bands in Norway and what
music do you get to play?

A-ha has toured the world and
Norway to say goodbye this year, and
their music is very popular outside of
the country as well. Madrugada is
actually one of the best-liked bands
within the P listener group. Other
well-known Norwegian bands at the
moment are Big Bang and Eva & The
The Radio Magazine

Heartmaker. All sing in English. A
popular band who sing in Norwegian
is Hellbillies. To me it is important to
let the listeners get a variety of well-
known international hits and
Scandinavian artists singing in their
own language (Norwegian, Swedish,
Danish). It is also very good when
you can play something from for
instance Bruce Springsteen or Dire
Straits which is not much aired on the
radio. It is a fine line between the
golden treats and the more
recognizable hits.

(Now that would make a interesting
mix for Fat Boy Slim, A-ha and Dire
Straits, if it comes out you all know
where the idea came from) if you
where the big boss of NRK what
would you keep and change about
the station?

| would definitely keep NRK in that
important position it has in our
nation through the various outlets (tv,
radio, internet, social media). | wish,
though, that more resources could be
spent on production instead of
administration. And | also would make
sure that all the presenters knew to
their inner bones the importance of
personality radio, the kind which gives
radio the soul and the magic.

(Really starting to like this guys vision,
wonder if | can convince him about
the peas with fish and chips)

Are you a mini star in Norway with
women throwing themselves at you
all the time?

| am not a mini star; | am just a
normal citizen doing my job. In
Norway we are fortunate enough to
not be regarded as celebrities, as the
situation is for some presenters in the
UK. | am so happy that | can walk out
of the studio and broadcasting
building after a programme, drive to
the grocery store and stay as
anonymous as the others around me.
Me and my colleagues' voices might
be well-known in the nation, but with
few exceptions we are not
recognized on the street. | can't

reckon | have got fan mail, and it is
unlikely that most of my colleagues
have as well. | know that some of the
female presenters have got some sms
messages from listeners after a
programme, but that is not normally
the case for the male ones. Some
presenters might get many phone
calls from record companies regarding
new music, but that is related to their
profession as a presenter/journalist.
Sounds a bit like working at BBC
radio 7! So before | go off and see if |
can get some gravy at least for me
chips can you tell me three things |
might not know about Norway?
Many local radio stations have to
share the same frequency during a
day, and the programme output varies
from commercial to religious. The
railways normally run on power, but
north of Trondheim they still have to
rely on diesel to get the trains going.
Slalom is actually a Norwegian word
which has been turned into English,
and not the other way.
(Thought he might have mentioned
the pea’s thing) Well thanks for letting
me into your country even with my
make shift passport with my signature
as Mickey Mouse, that was kind of
you all and so in return 'l give you
the English tradition of a shameless
plug.
All you need is nrk.no/radio. P| has
regional variations during morning,
midday and afternoons, that is the
reason you'll see so many Pl versions
on the player. For technology freaks
nrkbeta.no is a popular site in
Norway, and some of the articles
appear in English (rarely). Finally - for
the weather in Norway, go to yrno.
So it's off for a hot chocolate and to
drop in on Santa's work shop, which
is near by but if you would like a
present from the hot seat with a
shameless plug get in touch at
editor@theradiomagazine.co.uk and
we'll speak soon. Remember your hot
seat and your radio magazine needs
youlll
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