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So from the pitch to the air, how did
all that come about and who was
your mentor in the early days?

| always loved radio as a kid, and like
a lot of presenters, did shows in my
bedroom. For some reason | decided
to call myself Steven Greenwood and
spoke with a Birmingham accent or
Dr Snidenvidden a German
psychologist. | only had one record
(Anita Dobson, Anyone can fall in
love) so would play that, talk, then
play it again! From here | did hospital
radio in King's Lynn and then
University radio when | studied at
Loughborough Uni. After leaving Uni
| sent out loads of tapes to every
radio station in the UK and | still have
all the rejection letters!!  Eventually
KL.FM, one of my local stations, gave
me 2 weeks of cover on drive and
my first show was the day of the
September | Ith attacks!! From here
| got a fulltime job at Island Fm in
Guernsey voicetracking the late show — *
and then moving to evenings. After |4
months | moved to Wyvern Fm to
present drive, then Beacon Radio and
finally BRMB before moving to Hallam
Fm to present drive and | also do the
drive show on Heat Radio each day.
In terms of mentors I'm tempted to
mention every boss I've ever had as it
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never hurts to keep management
types happy!! My current boss,
Simon Monk, is probably my main
mentor as |'ve known him for 7 years
from stints at Wyvern Fm and now at
Hallam Fm. Most of the way I've
developed as a presenter is due to his
coaching....Yes, he's the man to
blame! Chris Pegg (PD at Metro
Radio) gave me loads of really useful
advice and feedback when | first
started out after | kept bombarding
him with terrible demo tapes. He put
me forward for a job at Wyvern Fm
and gave me a job at Beacon Radio
too.

So with all that behind you, who do
you still, look up to in the land of
radio presenting?

| look up to Chris Evans as he makes
it seem so easy and | really love
Hamish and Andy from Australia. I'm
a big fan of their pod casts.

| hear Chris has some strange pre-
show habits “allegedly” do you have
any strange requests or routines?
Well of course | do my vocal warm
up’s before a show — unique New
York, unique New York....I'm not a
pheasant plucker, 'm a pheasant
pluckers mate and I'm only plucking
pheasants because the pheasant
pluckers late... | do about 2 hours
prep, drink a can of red bull and then
start my show. Afterwards | make
sure my producer drives my car to
the front door of the radio station
and makes sure the car is chilled to
[4 degrees.

So, nothing special then. Ed we can
tell you have a drive for the art of
radio so what would be your dream
radio job if you could do any show
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you wanted?

When | was a kid | wanted to do the
Radio One breakfast show, then |
wanted to be like Foxy and do drive
on Capital but for the st time in my
radio career I'm not really planning
my next move as I'm really happy,
especially as we've just won the
award as Argiva commercial radio
station of the year and the marketing
award for “Get Me To The Church on
Time”. | love doing drive as it means
| get a liein... so I'm very happy
where | am. In a dream world I'd love
to have my friend Jon Moonie
working on the show. He was station
manager at my Uni radio station and
we also worked together at Beacon
Radio when he was deputy PD. He's
incredibly creative, full of energy and
is a great character to have around.

Well they do say radio is like a good
recipe, if you have the right
fingredients and follow the right path

you produce a well cooked show
(chapter 12, verse 9, line 2 in-
between the squiggly drawing of my
dog max in the Jordy bible) so what
would be your recipe for a great
show? Give us your cooking
instructions.

| feel like we are getting into Alan
Partridge territory now!l | like to
keep things simple.... My boss always
tells me | can play any song | want as
long as they are the ones on my
music log and in that order.... | try
and provide some spicy bits in
between without any cheese.

(I remove my patch work jumper and
apologize to Ed at this stage for the
question) What do your mates think
of you doing this for a living, do you
get many hanger-on’s and stalkers?

| find the weirdest part is when | first
meet people. They are perfectly polite
until they find out | work in radio
then suddenly they go a bit crazy in
the eyes, get excited and want me to
tell them about all the popstars ['ve
met.

(At this stage | fumble through my
notes and drop the next question
about pop stars he has met) Being
quite young are you into Face book
and Twitter etc to help with your
show?

I'm very much into Twitter
(twittercom/@EdNell) and Face book
(search Ed Nell). | really like Twitter
as it's great for finding out what
people in South Yorkshire are talking
about and what the big events are
each day, which of course are things |
need to reflect in my show. |tend to
use it for prep rather than keeping in
touch with listeners, | hope they keep
in touch with me while | do my show!

Oh you clever man, slipping in a plug
before the world famous shameless
plug, that's naughty, but very well
done so I'm go to give you a second
chance and let you have your real
shameless plug.

I'm not really into shameless plugs....
Have a listen 2-7pm each weekday; if
you listen, like it and have a rajar diary
then please tick the right boxesl!

See knew he had it in him, well Ed got
in touch and invited him self to sit in

the hot seat so why don't you, send your
details direct to
editor@theradiomagazine.co.uk and
we'll speak soon.
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