With the world
being the way it is
we all need a little
light-hearted fun

| and banter, so |

| have embarked

| upon a mission to

| find out more

| about our UK

| radio presenters,

' going deep into

their crazy pasts to
find who the
people behind the
voices are.

If you think you can
B drink my tea and have
your turn in the hot seat
with me, you can send
your contact details
direct to
news@theradiom

Contact fordy:

www,jukmediaservices.com

The Radio Magazine

| can’t believe it (sounding like
Victor Meldrew) you go and
interview one Radio City presenter
and then two come along at once,
let me explain! A couple of weeks
back | dropped in on Radio City
and chatted to Vick Vaughn, you
know the bloke with the cool spiky
hair, while | was there | heard a
rumour that a new presenter may
be hitting the Radio City airways
and as | have pictures of their PR
manager Danielle in a Manchester
United top (no good when you live
in Liverpool) | made sure | got a
interview as soon as he hit the
studios, so | jumped in a car,
headed down the Al and met up
with Dave Kelly Radio City’s new
drive time presentetr.

So, “let’s start at the very beginning,
a very good place to start” (sorry |
just came back from seeing the
touring production of The Sound of
Music with that lass from the telly,
you know the one who won that
program, with that bloke in it) so
what's your background?

| never actually wanted to be on the
radio, | wanted to be a TV
cameraman. | even used to make TV
cameras out of cardboard boxes! To
chase that dream though, | had to go
to college which | did in my home
town of Northampton and studied
fora BTEC im Media:The course
covered three area’s; TV, Print and
Radio. After messing about in the
radio studio’s for a while it became
pretty clear that radio was more for
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me. Unlike the planning,
storyboarding, filming, editing of TV -
radio seemed immediate and the
buzz of doing a show on the college
station was immense! We had to do
a work experience as part of the
course, which | did at a station in
Coventry called KiX96, ran by Muff
Murfin. | was told by everyone that
the thing to do was get in at a
station and just do anything you
could. | did, and managed to talk
them into letting me come back
once a week to work for free; that
progressed to helping out on the
Saturday afternoon show, then
playing out the recorded evening
show every night all for free, but it
paid offl Christmas day 1997/ | was
playing out a show when one of the
jocks didn’t turn up, and | was told to
do the show myself. Unbelievable
experience! The amount of times I'd
be playing out the evening show and
doing pretend links in my head and
now | could finally have a go myself.
It was shocking listening back, but |
got to fill in every now and then and
finally got given the evening show all
to myself.

So you have come from Capital to
City a bit like Maria coming from the
nunnery to the Vontraps, what was
the main difference in settling in (|
wonder if he made clothes out of
the old curtains in the Radio City
foyer)?

| suppose the main difference is
personality. Radio City loves the
personality side of things. | do some
pretty silly things, which on paper
just don't work, yet when you stick



make it bigger and better from Neil
Fitzmaurice of Phoenix Night fame? (]
loved Peter Key, | would love him to
do a radio show just so | can
interview him, | wonder if | could just
interview him about being a guest on
a radio station?l)

| don't think there is too much work
to be done;when Fitzy left the show
it had 3 times the audience of the
local commercial competitor! He's laid
some pretty solid foundations. I'm just
going to come in do what | do- have
a laugh and hopefully not screw it up!

Tell me about you working in night
club as a D), what's it like flying off
here and there gigging and then
getting back to do your shows?

Ha-ha... I'm not so sure about that!
it's something | love doing which back
in the day was the only way to bump
your money up so | jumped at every
gig | could. Now it's nice to be able to
pick and choose. In the Galaxy days it
was easy, as | would just do the show
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on the Hot FM. | remember going on
a trip away to York and picking up
Galaxy 105, it sounded awesome,
playing proper dance music and
energetic jocks. Then | picked up 105-
|06 and they were talking about
Newcastle, (That's where | live hee,
hee) Being a soft southerner I'd
never been further north than York
and couldn't believe | was picking it
up! | remember saying what great
station’s they were and how I'd give
anything to work on one. So being
given the chance to be on all of
them was phenomenall We worked it
out when | left for Capital thatd I'd
had 7 producers during the time Id
been doing the evening show, so
that's probably why it lasted so long
with people adding different ideas. It's
also down to Mike Cass.The best
manager I've ever had. He was always
encouraging me to try new things
and when it went wrong was always
there to clean up the aftermath!

So being a good Christian like Mana
(well he wears the same clothes)
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reasons. Firstly | wanted to create
personality radio. It felt like I'd had
my wings clipped at Capital towards
the end and | didn't feel like | was
creating the radio that | wanted to.
Radio City did want that and after
meeting up with Euan & Mad any
fears | had about quitting Capital
were removed, it definitely seemed
like the kind of place | would love. On
a personal level my girlfriend and
most of my good friends were still up
North and | wanted to come back
again.

Ah true love, Maria found true love
with the captain and you have with
people who say “ar right ar kid” if
music be the food of love, what
would you say are your top 5 floor
fillers?

Oh my god, hardest question ever It
honestly depends what part of the
country I'm playing in! If | was at
home though, it would be a cheeky
bit of oldskool on the stereo,
Faithless Insomnia, Southside Spinners
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