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overnights and so my professional
career eventually began! | was
fortunate to be mentored by Gerry
Phillips who was very patient with
me as | made the transition to
proper radio! | then moved to
Marcher Gold in Wrexham working
with Kevin Howard and Terry
Underhill (both now at Smooth
Radio). At that time, Marcher
operated five stations and, thanks to
Kevin and Terry, | got to work on all
of them at different times. The
temptation to give up the day job
and concentrate on radio was always
great but, even in the nineties, job
security was never that good and,
having a young family, | decided to
remain in front of the blackboard (or
inter-active whiteboard as it is now)
for most of the time.

Are you sure you didn't teach history
or English, that must be the brainiest
reply | have ever had to a question.
What do your students and fellow
teachers think about you working as
a D) as well as being their teacher
and work colleague?

Students don't think that teachers do
anything apart from teach! They find
it strange if they see you in Asda
buying baked beans, so a teacher on
the radio playing the latest tunes is
something they've never quite got
used to! However, when | worked at
The Buzz, in Birkenhead, they would
enjoy phoning up for a shout-out
and addressing me as Dave instead
of sirl Times are changing though and
the school | work at now is a Media
Arts College, with its own radio
station, so my two careers are slowly
moving closer together.

Oooh ooh please sir, sir do you find
it hard to juggle both jobs?

At times, yes there was a period of
time when | did weekend overnights
on The Bay in Lancaster: | would
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finish the shift at six o'clock on
Monday morning, drive back to the
Wirral, get showered and changed
and then teach all day. I'm sure some
of my lessons were less than inspiring
at that time! However, one of the few
perks in teaching are the long
holidays and so | am always available
for swing work when the full-time
staff need a break. Presenters are
usually quite happy to let me cover
their shows as they know that,
however good | may be, | will always
return to the classroom eventually
and their gig is safe!

(Starting to think | might be heading
for detention if | don't stop the please
sir thing) If you had to choose
between your jobs and only continue
doing one which one would it be?

| always say if | won the lottery |
would give up teaching like a shot but
| would want to carry on working on
the radio. In fact, if | won enough
money, I'd like to buy my own station!
I'hat's not to say | haven't been
enjoying teaching Maths to teenage
girls but, after almost forty years in
the classroom, it gets more difficult to
make Pythagoras' Theorem sound
exciting!

You do the quiz of the week on your
show — does the teacher side of you
help to put this together?

When | first started working at my
present station, Chester's Dee 106.3, |
took over the Sunday Mid-Morning
Show from broadcasting legend
Brendan Kearney. He had already
introduced the Sunday Shuffle Quiz
and Chris Buckley (Dee'’s PC at the
time) felt my teaching background
would make me the ideal quiz master:
| still enjoy writing the questions and,
as in teaching, getting the balance of
easy and difficult questions is crucial.
As a bit of a joke one week, |
introduced a maths question into the
quiz, the contestants loved it (if only
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because they could tell everyone
listening how they hated maths at
school!) so now it's a regular feature!
Come on why not test me then. (Oh
no did | just put my self in for an
exam, note to self don’t open mouth
just to change foot!) Give us an
example of one of your brain teasers.
Listeners love lateral thinking puzzles
and so | introduced the Dee Mystifier:
It gets a fantastic response each week,
even though we don't give away any
prizes to the winners. Here’s one to
think about: A woman always rings
the doorbell if she visits people at the
weekend. However, if she visits
anyone during the week, then she
always knocks on the door. Why?
Nice one! Of course | know answer
but | better keep my mouth shut on
that one, don't want to spoil it for
others and all that, we'll give the
answer next week one thinks, time
for the quick fire round - If you
could do a third dream job, what
would it be and why?

Growing up in the North West of
England, watching Granada TV, |
always wanted to be one of those
out-of-vision continuity announcers. |
dreamed that one day | would get to
say “Now on Granada Television, it's
time for Coronation Street”. Now
that regional announcers have
disappeared, this will be an ambition
that, sadly, remains unfulfilled.

If you could have any guest on your
show, who would it be and why?
That's an easy one to answer: | have
always been a massive Beatles fan and
| would love to invite Paul McCartney
into the studio, not only to talk about
his career and music, but to tell Dee'’s
listeners what music he enjoys
listening to.

What do you do to relax from both
jobs?

Like many people in the industry, 'm
a radio anorak. | like nothing better

than reading books about radio and
its personalities, past and present. |
also love listening to all types of
music. You'd think after years playing
music on the radio that | would tire
of it but no. | have an extensive CD
collection and enjoy picking out music
to play in my “Dave’s One from
Home" slot on Dee.When | get any
spare time, which is in short supply
when I'm at school for five days a
week and on the radio on the other
two, | enjoy DIY projects around the
house (although | hate gardening!)

Not bad, mastermind watch out, well
| don't know about you but | need a
toilet break and my little bottle of
milk, so it must be play time. Thank
you for contacting the hot seat and
sir give us your shameless plug in the
style of a radio presenter doing a
school assembly.

You can catch me every Sunday
morning between |0 and 2 on
Chester's Dee 106.3. 1 also present
the midweek sports shows when
Chester FC is playing. My colleague,
Shane Pinnington, travels to the
grounds to report on the games and
I'm in the studio between 7pm and
[Opm. And, of course, if the kids are
off school, | can usually be found
covering for my fellow presenters at
Dee. If you are into lateral thinking
puzzles, you can always find one on
my presenter’s page at

www.dee | 063.com. Which reminds
me, the answer to the question |
asked earlier?

Hold on there sir, | think its time you
went back to the staff room! If you
know the answer, write it on the
back of a £10 note and send it direct
to Jordy Cemnik at The Radio
Magazine, you will not win anything
but at least the office will have a
good Christmas party this year! Hee,
hee.
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