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| am starting to understand why
people like you, (there must be a
dark side). You do the drive time 2-6
and the 80s show on weekend,
which is you favorite slot and why?

| wouldn’t say | have a favorite really
both are great fun to do..Drive time
is the show | always wanted to do.
It's about getting people home at the
end of a hard day and still maybe
putting a smile on their face but
more playing the songs that they
love. | think rather selfishly that drive
can be as important as the breakfast
show in that sense.The last radio
show they hear in the workday could
be me and the listener goes to
whatever activity they do in the
evening and says to their friends (yes
friends rather than colleagues or
acquaintances) “did you hear X"’ A
real “sat in the bar” moment rather
than “water cooler”. Read into that
consultants! 80's Magic though on
Saturday afternoons is pure nostalgia
and indulgence! It goes without
saying that everyone has their era
and love to hear the great songs as
well as the ones you've forgotten all
about and take you back to a time
or a place or even....A personl. |
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grew up through the late 70's and
80's and love those times and the
songs that take me to those times, |
was there and so were you is the
philosophy!

You've been in the business some
time now and have seen the real
world of radio, so what advice could
you give a newcomer on being a
good presenter, doing a good job and
staying on air?

I've seen it so many times where new
presenters perceive that they know
what the station they're on should
sound like. That is the vision of the
PC and not yours. He/she is being
paid to have that..Take the money
and work that vision to its limits but
never cross the linel And of course
be adaptable to any situation and also
very importantly know your listener
and get to meet them at every
opportunity.

So let's have a look at your back
ground” (he definitely seems to know
what he's talking about).

| was born in Sale, Manchester and
decided | wanted to be grown up as
soon as possible because school was
neither fun nor had anything | was
any good at. Consequently when | left
school in the early 80's in Thatcher’s
Britain chances for the uneducated
were slim. However; somehow |
managed to find office jobs first at a
quarry then in a Solicitors office.
Radio was something | had always
wanted to do though and even now
remembering a conversation | had
with my mother in the car on the
way to school hearing | think DLT
and saying "l want to do that".To
which she replied, “oh not many
people can do that and even those
that do have to sit in a darkened
room later because of the nerves".
Anyway one day | saw an ad in the
Lancashire Evening Post. Trainee DJ's
required! That was me in, working
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nightclubs and weddings! Resigning
from the solicitors the senior partner
said,“You're going to be a what? A
Disc Jockey?"Yes | said. He said, “You
do realize we were going to train you
to be our next Legal Executive?”
“Oh", | said and laughed nervously.
Nightclubs and weddings followed
until | took said talent to Spain and
ended up on a small (probably pirate)
station and | was hooked. An over
night slot on RSL Radio Briars Hey
followed before Alex Roland then
boss at CFM in Carlisle gave in to my
constant stalking and tried me on
Christmas overnights!

Manchester bor! Can't hold that
against him! You're known for your
warm hearted banter and having fun
on air, is this the secret to your
presenting, where do you get your
material from?

It goes 100% without saying | enjoy
my job! If | didnt | would be doing
something else long agol Yeah | would
say yes banter and lighthearted would
be a way to describe what | do on air
and the secret to this is ...A lot of it is
reall Or at least if not totally real a
slight exaggeration on something that
is! The world around is the prep
anyone needs because it's what your
listeners see and do as well. If it's a
story from my personal life then Il
use it but in a way that you would tell
someone down the pub, if it hooks
them there it'll work on air. If you tell
it and people go off on a tangent
then it won't work. All about quality
control!

With your fun approach what would
you say has been your funniest
moment on air and why?

There have been so many but one
that springs to mind is quite a few
years covering a breakfast show.(Not
my time slot of choice | may add but
doing this for two weeks is a chance
to arse around and not get into too

much trouble).lt was Wimbledon
fortnight and we had heard the usual
grunts especially from the women's
game and thought it would be quite
good fun to do the grunts on air and
see how long a rally we could get so
we played the Wimbledon theme
whist the traffic reporter and |
grunted then we opened the phone
lines for listeners to “grunt” nothing
else and to see how long we could
make the rally go..The noises got
more outrageous as this went on!
Living dangerous no delay..Don't try
this at home kids!

(Time to pull out the killer question!)
On your site you refuse to tell your
fans about your most embarrassing
moment at work — time to come
clean and give us all the low down on
what it was and what happened?

HAHA You know | still can't say
because one of the people involved
in this | still work with so even now |
can'tl All | will say is that when the
freedom of information act forces me
to come clean about this then | will.
In the meantime | have to live with
my shamel!

Well its obvious Dave Campbell you
are one of the nicest men in radio, so
go on then give us your shameless
plug” (well | tried to get the dark side
out of him, but he must use the
force).

If you like great music listen to me on
Magic! You can even choose the music
| play every weekday between 2 and
3.You really can! Not like that other
lot!!

We might have to pop back to see
Dave again some time he’s just so
nice and he makes a mean cup of
coffee. Remember to send your
details direct to
editor@theradiomagazine.co.uk and
well speak soon.
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