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That's big! So you have done your
time on air and you have been
around a long time, what's it like
being classed as one of the old timers
in radio, does that make you feel
good because you've done so much
work and when do you think you
should be classed as pass it?

Cheeky git! That's hard to answer
because until you called me an old
timer | didn't consider that | was onel
| don't care who you are, it takes five
years to find out who you really are
on the air and then another ten
years to fine tune your style. As you
move from station to station certain
people have an impact on you. The
key to success is to hang around with
the successful people and hope it
‘rubs off’ as they say. Spend 20
minutes in a room talking radio with
someone like John Simons from GMG
or Paul Jordan (who was my MD at
Rock) and you will learn something
new about the art of radio every
time. The day you think you have
finished learning and that you have
this radio stuff licked... you are past
it!

Time for a local question, what's it
like being a local northem lad and
being able to work in your own
region rather than having to move
away for work, do you click more
with your listeners?

To be honest | have a pretty nomadic
mentality, | can live anywhere in the
world and call in home within a few
months. As long as my wife and
children are happy, | am happy. | don't

feel any stronger connection with the
audience in Newcastle than | do in
Worcester or Preston. Folk are pretty
much the same wherever you go.
Your language and social references
change to reflect your audience but in
the end they all share the same
hopes and dreams.

So to my favorite question in the
quest to find out about the holy grail
of radio presenting, what's your
secret to being a great presenter?

That's easy... Great broadcasters are
great story tellers. If you can take
your listeners on a journey and make
them want to stay with you on that
journey until you reach your
destination you can work in any
market on any station.

Great answer (Just about to drop in
the freebie line, then with out any
notice he drops in his shameless plug
and does a runner out the door.)

| am available for radio work: audio
online at http://www.craigbeck.net
and my photography work is online
at http://www.craigbeck.com cheers
Craig.

There goes my freebie, out the door like
a rabbit, well he is a northerner and he
knows what us northerners are like. So
if you can take good photos, drive really
fast, cook, sing, dance or have a second
job as well as radio presenting bring it
to the hot seat, contact
editor@theradiomagazine.co.uk and
welll speak soon.

Coming soon — we take a summer trip
to Spain and Romeo from In Demand
gives us the inside on why they call him
Romeo!
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