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everyone off' style dinosaur talk
shows. They asked me to do it that
way and it is such a nasty and
cowardly way to do a show. If
someone is brighter than you or is
beating you in a debate, insult them
and cut them off. | hate that. | told
them | would quit if | was not
allowed to do it my way, treat people
with respect, learn from them & you
get the real juice.

This has proven the right move
leading to more than 55 awards for
the show and your teams over the
years which also ended up with you
getting a MBE from the queen, any
good stories from you day at the
palace?

Only that one of the Queen'’s
equerries was a Northerner who
found me and guided me through it
all. | handed the Queen a letter
asking her to intervene regarding
crime on Northern streets,
particularly over drugs & car crime.
Within three months the Police had
it under control & | wonder if what |
did had helped.

The power of the written word can
always help, mind you it did take me
a lot of written words to get you to
do the hot seat (note to self must
get that MBE it will help in the
future) so what is the secret, 6 nights
a week, 52 weeks of the year since
1983, how do you keep it fresh and
new?

[t's a night out with my friends, in
between traveling the world ghost
hunting, doing cool shows walking in
the footsteps of Rasputin from
Russia, Jack The Ripper from London,
William Wallace in Stirling, Gilles De
Rais the worlds worst paedophile
from France, got a week in Jamaica
about pirates soon, the Dark Secrets
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oféBrussels i life is sweet & my
people love the shows and dive
straight in.

(I was so close in getting the answer
to his radio powers, he’s just too
good for me, don't think | will break
this one) You've done so many great
things in your career — from starting
the great north run every year,
there's your TV work and books,
announcing Alan Shearers transfer to
Newcastle in the glory days of NUFC
— so what would be your top 5
career hi-lights so far and why?

When my best seller went to
Number one....winning Worlds Best
Talk Show in New York Radio
Awards.....Being allowed by Metro to
play what | choose & do it my
way...... Recording my 3rd TV series
in Hollywood and appearing on Larry
King live....and most important being
surrounded by immense talent PAUL
ELLIOTT my producer and my crew
who save lives nightly and are in the
heart of my listeners BINNEY,
BECCA, DEE, SUZIE, EMMA AND
CHRIS. They provide me with the
foundations to build the magic on.

(Normally it's other people trying to
give shout outs to friends and work
mates on his show so ['ll let him have
them, well it is fair) You're known on
air as someone who likes to have a
joke with your phone-in crowd
(Night Owls) and can give and take a
bit of fun — this was shown with your
fun and games with Wayne Alan
TFM, breakfast show (an earlier guest
in the hot seat, who used to do the
drive time show on Metro) - How
did this start, and what was the best
prank you pulled on each other?

Persuaded him to have a tattoo on
his ass of his first son, yet paid
tattooist to do my face, got him to
The Radio Magazine

skinny dip on Xmas Day; stole his
clothes leaving him on a public
beach....covered his face in chocolate
& walked him into a fly hatchery with
a million flies...... too many to name.
Now Paul my producer is in dire fear
of our next show, after we swam with
sharks in Jamaica & successfully caught
a candiru (fish that swims up your
penis) after peeing in a river to get it
to attack us.

(Suddenly | feel very uneasy sitting so
close to Alan — must get a bit nearer
to the door) You're known as a lover
of all things un-explained and have
tumed your interest in ghosts in to a
career not only doing your live radio
broadcast from some of the most
haunted parts of the world but also
on sky TV shows and best selling
books - any great stories from your
hunting live shows?

Far too many, was once so terrified |
threw up for almost |0 minutes non-
stop at one place, or hammering a
stake into a dead Grandma’s chest in
Romania, the Cathedral in the Czech
Republic built out of 50,000 human
bones & catching Czech voices on
the show talking behind me all
through the show. Also | regress
people back to previous lives and
have PROVEN, without doubt that it's
real.

(Big note to self, don't ask Alan round
for dinner, if | do, don't serve rump
or sirloin) You're also a big charity
volunteer worker through out the
year where and when you can, you
also sit on the board of Metro radios
charity cash for kids, the Northeast's
Noél Edmonds but with ginger hair,
how do you approach this part of
your life?

If our people need a hand we help
then, so if ever | need help, they'll

help me too. It's my faith to live like
this, and meet aggression and
unpleasantness in equal
measure...and maybe a bit more.

(Readers you may note from this why
he is loved up north, the people’s
champion.) When do you find the
time to have a life outside of radio
and the media?

Divorced four times, so always had a
problem here, Doing 6, |4 hour shifts
plus live gigs & charity does not leave
you much time, so always searching
for true love, fingers crossed. It's
difficult for women to cope, especially
as 'm hung like an Arab donkey & go
like a sewing machine.

(Time to leave | think as I've just wet
my pants laughing) Thank you so
much Alan for making me wait so
long for you to sit in the hot seat, but
| now believe that all the best things
come to those who wait and this has
been one of those moments, as | go
off to get a mop, please give us your
shameless plug.

No need, I'm just doing my thing.
Blessings, Alan.

Well he might not plug but | will, tune in
to the award wining Night Owls on
Metro Radio or listen live across the net
and the world, remember that the hot
seat is always looking for interesting
people to chat with and I'm looking at
community and hospital radio stations
too, so send your details to
editor@theradiomagazine.co.uk and
we'll speak soon.

Coming soon — Craig Beck — award
winning radio presenter and his secret
life as wedding photographer...
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